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Return to Boating 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Drafted 29th May 2020 

Revisions  17th  July 2020 
 

The FAQs below are a live document to help clubs, centres, and individuals when it comes to 

being able to get back on the water as the easing of restrictions take place. 

These are the RYANI’s interpretation, but clubs, individuals’ etc may also apply their individual 

context and circumstances.   

The government is trusting people to continue to act responsibly and follow the guidance on 

what they should and should not do.  We will always take a conservative approach to this as 

we look to keep within the guidance in order to best help eliminate COVID 19. 

At every juncture, we will consider the RYA’s Guiding Principles when it comes to 

announcements and moving through the NI Executive’s Approach to Decision Making Steps.   

By applying these principles and working together, we look to ensure a safe return to activity 

with public health at the centre of our strategy. 

 

These FAQs are in 5 main categories: 
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https://www.executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk/publications/coronavirus-executive-approach-decision-making
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1. General 
 

1.1. Can I travel to take part in activity?     

   
Regulation 5 of the Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) Regulations (NI) 2020 sets 

out the restrictions on movements, mandating that people may only leave the place they are 

living with “reasonable excuse”, this now includes ‘Outdoor Activity’. 

There are no restrictions with regards to distance and methods of transport but we are 

encouraged to ‘act responsibly and reasonably’.    

1.2. Why has RYANI not provided more definitive guidance? 

The range of activity and contexts in which we all operate means we cannot have a one-size-

fits-all approach.  As with all guidance that requires venue/ conditions/ group standards etc to 

be considered, organisations and individuals need flexibility to base their risk assessments 

upon. 

RYA’s Guiding Principles ensure we follow government advice and take a considered and 

conservative approach to activity. 

1.3. Why is there not more information on further steps? 

As announcements of are made, RYANI will always refer primarily to the Regulation 

Amendments in order to provide relevant advice on what can be considered.  Currently the 

legislation is only published subsequent to announcements.    

Announcements continue to be made on very specific issues and not in a ‘stepped’ manner, 

meaning changes require clarification from government agencies, including SportNI and Dept. 

of Communities on specific aspects. 

1.4 The Executive announced that ‘contact sports’ could recommence on 29th June, does this not                        

imply that sports participants can come into close proximity (i.e. within 1 metre) to one another? 

 
Our understanding is the term ‘contact sport’ has been used in the categorization of sports 
under the SportNI Framework (e.g. rugby, judo).  This announcement permits them to begin 
on a non-contact basis where social distancing is adhered to and does not imply ongoing 
contact or close proximity on an ongoing basis is permitted.   Any contact is ‘brief’, non-
continuous and should be at a total maximum of 15 minutes between individuals. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/publications/health-protection-coronavirus-restrictions-northern-ireland-regulations-2020
https://www.rya.org.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Northern%20Ireland/4129%20RYA%20Return%20to%20Boating%20Poster%20FINAL%20ONLINE%20300dpi.jpg
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2. Recreational 
 

2.1. Can I get on the water? 

Regulation Amendment 3, permitted individuals from 11pm on 19th May to take part in an 

outdoor activity, including all forms of water-sports practised on open waterways– sailing, 

windsurfing, canoeing, rowing, kayaking, surfing, paddle-boarding and the use of motorised 

craft (in line with navigation authority guidance) 

There are, however, parameters that may limit activity, including: 

¶ Social Distancing measures; 

¶ Aiming for no shared contact with a hard surface  

¶ Group sizes 

Please always check access with any club/ facility for information on opening and follow any 

policies/ procedures that may be in place. 

2.2. When could larger craft (e.g. Keelboats, large powerboats) go afloat with mixed 

household groups?  

Please refer to RYANI relevant Step Guidance for more information. 

Under Step 2 onwards:  

Guidance encourages us to: “ 

¶ Aim for no shared contact with hard surfaces e.g. equipment. If unavoidable disinfect 

surfaces between use by different participants / groups”  

¶ Maintain social distancing and any contacts (coming within 2 metres) are ’brief’ (less 

10 mins). 

This may permit individuals from different households to get afloat onboard larger vessels, but 

only where these parameters could be met and suitable mitigations may be in place. 

2.3.  With the easing of Social Distancing to 1 metre (with suitable mitigation) can mixed 

households go afloat in dinghies or smaller craft? 

From the 29th June, social distancing has also been amended in Northern Ireland -
remaining at 2 metres unless you use mitigating measures, which could allow a 
reduction to a minimum of 1 metre (including in a sporting context).   The NI Executive 
has reiterated that 2 metres remains the optimum. 

In a boating context, the risk should be assessed case by case and, with the correct 
mitigation in place, it may be possible for 2+ people from different households to get 
afloat in smaller craft (e.g. certain dinghies and small keelboats). 

These mitigations could include (in addition to being outdoors): 
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-  1m separation marks on the deck 
- wearing gloves  
-  face coverings 
- avoiding face to face contact  
- cleaning procedures for equipment 
- following public health measures (e.g. hand washing & hand sanitiser) 
-  avoiding competitive situations 

 

2.4. Can I prepare my boat to be ready for return to sailing?   

In respect to members accessing their boats within the confines of club premises; this may be 
undertaken where they can do so with due regard for health and safety and strict observance 
of hygiene and social distancing measures e.g. limiting numbers at the club at any given time, 
specific to your venue.   
 
Please check access with your club/ facility for information on opening and follow any policies/ 
procedures that may be in place. 

 

2.5. Can I launch my keelboat/ large craft? 
 

Facilities are opening up at different times as facility controllers put policies and procedures 
in place as per government guidance.  RYA Guidance has been issued to clubs in order to 
undertake the necessary steps and checks for the safety of members, which should be checked 
and followed once they are in a position to do so. 

 
Under strict interpretation of the law launching at clubs, in accordance with social distancing 

measures, is permitted under the Regulations.   

Any activity should aim for no shared contact with hard surfaces e.g. equipment and 

disinfecting protocols and social distancing should be in place.  

 
2.6. When can we facilitate ferrying to yachts/ craft on moorings? 

 
This could be difficult to undertake under Step 1 with social distancing and shared hard surface 
parameters. 

 
Under Step 2 onwards:  
Guidance encourages us to:  
• Aim for no shared contact with hard surfaces e.g. equipment. If unavoidable disinfect 

surfaces between use by different participants / groups 
• Maintain social distancing and any contacts are ’brief’ (less 10 mins). 

 
This may permit individuals from different households to get afloat onboard vessels, where 
these parameters could be met and disinfecting protocols are in place. 
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2.7 Can I cruise to e.g. Scotland or the Republic of Ireland (or other nations)? 
 
Currently there are no restrictions on travel in Northern Ireland, the latest guidance tell us to 
act 'reasonably and responsibly'.   
 
Overnight stays onboard can now take place with the easing of restrictions on second homes 
from 26th June. 
 
Regulations and guidance for Scotland and Republic of Ireland will vary and individuals should 
check this before any potential journeys to other nations. 

 
Further information on Boating Abroad and Returning to the UK can be found here 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/news/Pages/coronavirus-advice-and-information-for-recreational-boaters.aspx
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3. Structured 
 

3.1. Can clubs/ centres provide safety cover? 
 

The RYANI Club Guidance offers advice on safety and use of safety boats, including recovery 
methods and PPE considerations.   Further advice on both e.g. capsize and windsurf recovery 
is available on the RTC Guidance and links are available to cleaning/ disinfecting in non-
healthcare settings. 

 
Under Step 2 & 3 
¶ Continue to aim for no shared contact with hard surfaces.  If unavoidable disinfect 

surfaces between use by different participants / groups.    

¶ Maintain social distancing and any contacts are ’brief’ (less 10 mins). 
 

3.2 Can Recognised Training Centres run training courses? 

 
It may now be possible for some RYA training activity to recommence in Northern Ireland. 
 
With a large variety of RTC courses, interests and operating procedures, RTCs should always 
ensure they are aware of, and comply with, the latest Government advice, as well as completing 
their own risk assessments to prevent the potential spread of infection. 

 
In the case of dinghy sailing and windsurfing, it may be possible to arrange on-the-water sessions 
within the stipulated group size limits (including the instructor), where social distancing occurs,  
relevant measures are in place to avoid sharing equipment and protocols are in place with 
regards cleaning. Dinghy sailing would need to occur in single-handers and it may be necessary to 
consider the appropriate minimum level of experience, and possibly the age of students, given 
restrictions in areas such as changing rooms and other facilities. 
 
Similarly, with the temporary relaxation in the requirement of the instructor to share a personal 
watercraft (PW) with a student during the first session, in some situations it may be possible for 
PW training activity to recommence, provided the measures listed above can be followed.   
 
To support RTCs when considering if, when and how RYA Training activity should take place, RYA 
have put together the following guidance - COVID-19: Guidance for restarting RYA Training 
activity, including aspects for safety considerations and the new ‘Guidance for restarting RYA 
Training Activity’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/covid-19-coronavirus/covid-19-information-public
https://www.rya.org.uk/training-support/Pages/covid-19-return-to-boating-guidance.aspx
https://www.rya.org.uk/training-support/Pages/covid-19-return-to-boating-guidance.aspx
https://www.rya.org.uk/training-support/Pages/covid-19-return-to-boating-guidance.aspx
https://www.rya.org.uk/training-support/Pages/covid-19-return-to-boating-guidance.aspx
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4. Competition 
 

4.1. When can Club racing take place?  (updated 17th July) 

Competitive Sport can take place from 11th July for groups of 30+ individuals.  RYANI have issued 

RYA Racing Guidance (NI version) to keep in line with NI regulations and considerations on 

various forms of racing. 

This will allow club racing with suitable mitigations and risk assessment in place.   

Only participants or ‘essential personnel’ assisting with its delivery (e.g. safety, race officers 

etc) can be present.  “All persons present will be there either in a working capacity to assist in 

the delivery of the event or as a participant. Spectators are not permitted to attend”. 

 

4.2. When can Regional or National events take place? 

The SportNI Framework indicates that under step 4:  

• Events can take place but with restrictions in total numbers of people involved. Any 

conditions on gatherings will apply e.g. size 

The RYA NI Racing Guidance outlines aspects of racing that may be taken into consideration. 

4.3. Is the RYANI Youth Championships going ahead? 

RYANI activities remain under review, including the RYANI Youth Championships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.rya.org.uk/rya-regions/rya-ni/knowledge-base/Pages/COVID-19-Informaton.aspx
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5. Facilities 
 

5.1. When can clubhouses reopen? 

The NI Executive Plan indicates that opening of full facilities will not take place until Step 5.    

The SportNI Framework current indicates that from Step 1 there may be limited access to small 

shared facilities e.g. storage area / toilet / through-ways and only where these are disinfected 

regularly with sanitation products available 

5.2. Can club grounds (boat park etc) open?  

Accessing boats within the confines of club premises may be undertaken where appropriate policies 
and procedures are in place and members can do so with due regard for health and safety and strict 
observance of hygiene and social distancing measures e.g. limiting numbers at the club at any given 
time, specific to your venue.   

 
 

5.3. When can our bar/ restaurant re-open? 

Bars/ restaurants in Registered Clubs will now be able to open alongside the hospitality 

sector.  The Northern Ireland Executive, at its meeting on 2 July, agreed to the restricted 

opening of restaurants and bars in private members' clubs on 3 July.  Guidance is 

available on the Tourism NI website.    

The Chief Scientific Advisor in Northern Ireland has also advised that a register of those 

present is kept on the premises.  This will assist in contact tracing if necessary.   

5.4. When can changing rooms open? 

The following communication has been received from SportNI regarding use of changing rooms: ‘In 

relation to the use of changing facilities we would view changing rooms as ‘rest areas’ and would 

advise there would be no communal use of them until the Executive  further relaxes the lockdown 

to allow access to indoor facilities.’ 

At any stage where clubs etc may consider opening changing areas, robust protocols should be in 

place to accommodate this.   Group numbers and social distancing must be taken into consideration 

also. 

5.5. Is there any advice for cleaning? 

Advice is available for cleaning in non-healthcare settings and specific cleaning for 

lifejeckets: 

COVID 19: Cleaning for Non Healthcare setting guidance 
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COVID 19: Cleaning and storing your lifejackets 

 

http://www.lifejacketassociation.org/life-jackets/covid-19-virus-cleaning-storing-your-pfd/

